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NATIONAL    CLUB. 


13,  Cockspar  Street,  Chariny  Cross,  London, 
February  ^nd,  1846. 

Sm, 

I  beg  to  forward  you  the  llules,  the  General  Stiilement, 
id  the  Appeal  of  the  National  Chih,  and  to  ask  your  attention  to  them. 

AVill  you  assist  us  witli  the  hifluence  "which  you  possess  in 
^our  neiglihourhood  to  procure  members  of  the  Club  ?  The  necessity  of 
adopting  all  possible  means  to  awaken  public  attention,  involves  consi- 
derable expenditure.  On  this  account,  contributions  to  our  funds  are  of 
importance.  Still  more  does  our  effort  require  the  advice  and  exertions 
of  those  in  all  parts  of  the  khigdom  who  hold  our  principles.  On  this 
account  we  earnestly  ask  you  to  invite  all  persons,  of  congenial  "sdews,  to 
join  our  Club. 

If  you  are  disposed  to  form  a  Local  Association,  which  should 
comprehend  all  raidvs,  we  shall  be  happy  in  every  way  in  our  power  to 
-^ist  you. 

If  you  possess  a  Local  Association  which  has  in  view  any  of 
lliese  objects  you  will  oblige  us  by  placing  us  in  communication  with  it, 
and  we  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  rule  on  this  subject. 

Concert  and  friendly  communication  among  all  the  friends  of 
•  our  Protestant  Institutions,  we  regard  at  this  moment  as  of  the  highest 
!  importance. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
Sir, 

Your  most  faithful  Servant, 

MANCHESTER,  Chairmrni. 

Any  communications  may  be  addressed  to  tlie  Secretary  of  the 
rS^ational  Club,  L3,  Cockspur  Street,  Charing  Cross,  London. 

P.S.  Will  you  fdl  uj>  the  subjoined  paper  luith  the  names  and. 
uldresses  of  jJdrties  likely  to  join  and  assist  the  Club,  especially  influential 
aymen  in  your  vicinity,  and  forward  the  same  to  the  Secretaiy  as  above? 

Your  special  attention  is  called  to  tlie  niode  by  which  genth^men 
II  the  countiy  may  connect  themselves  with  the  Club  on  very  easy 
3rms.     You  will  find  this  marked  in  Italics  on  page  '2, 

Subscriptions  will  be  received  on  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
National  Club,  at  Messrs.  Herrtes,  Farquhar,  and  Co.s,  10,  St. 
imes's  Street,  and  Messrs.  Strahan,  Paui,s,  and  Co.'s,  217,  Str;md. 


NATIONAL    CLUB. 


ESTABLISHED  JUNK  17,  1845. 


In  Support  of  the  Protestant  Principles  of  the  Constitution,  and  for 
Raising  the  Moral  and  Social  Condition  of  the  People, 


GENERAL    OBJECTS. 

I.  To  maintain  the   Protestant  principles  of  the  Constitution  in   the 

administration  of  public  affairs. 
J  I.  To  uphold  a  system  of  National   Education  based  on  Scripture 

and  conducted  by  the  ministers  of  religion. 

III.  To  preserve  the  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  in  its  truth  and 
integrity. 

IV.  To  use  every  effort  that  the  government  of  Ireland  may  be  con- 
ducted according  to  the  principles  of  the  British  Constitution  ;  and 
for  the  establishment,  in  Ireland,  of  religious  liberty. 

V.  To  endeavour  by  every  means  in  their  power  to  raise  the  social 
condition  of  the  people. 

VI.  To  communicate  with  all  who  hold  these  principles,  and  to  diffuse 
them,  by  forming  Local  Associations  for  these  purposes,  and  by  pre- 
senting in  the  Metropolis  a  central  place,  where  all  who  hold  the 
same  views  may  meet,  and  may  devise  the  fittest  means  of  promoting 
their  common  end. 


GENERAL    COMMITTEE. 

€\)axxmm* 

HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  MANCHESTER. 

Vtce^€\)a'txmtn, 

HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  MARLBOROUGH. 

HIS  GRACE  THE  DUKE  OF  NEWCASTLE,  K.G. 

THi:  MOST  NOBLE  THE  MARQUIS  OF  DOWN  SHIRE. 

Tin-:  RIGHT  HOXOURiUiLE  THE  EAliL  OF  CHARLEVILLE. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURiVBLE  THE  EARL  OF  EGMONT. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  OF  ERNE. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  OF  GLENGAJ.L. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  IvVRL  OF  MOUNTCASHEL. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  OF  RODEN,  K.P.,  P.C. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  THE  EARL  OF  WINCHILSEA  &  NOTTINGHAM: 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  VISCOUNT  HILL. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  YISCOUNT  LORTON. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  VISCOUNT  O'NEILL, 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  KENYON. 

THE  RIGHT  HONOURABLE  LORD  SOUTHAMPTON. 


€ommxtUe, 


Colonel  Acton,  M.P.,  County  of  Wicklow. 
Nathaniel    Alexander,    Esq.,     M.P., 

Ck)unty  of  Antrim. 
Colonel  Austen,  M.P,,  West  Kent, 
WiLiJ^iJi    Shirley    Ball,   Esq.,    Abbey 

Land,  Longford. 
James  Bateman,  Esq.,  Biddulph  Grange, 

Congleton. 
KoBERT  B^vxTER,  EsQ.,  Doncaster. 
Philip  Bennett,  Esq.,  M.P.,  West  Suffolk. 
William  Beresford,  Esq.,  M.P.,Hanvich. 
Egbert  Bev^vn,  Esq.,  Bury  St,  Edmunds. 
Egbert  C.  L.  Bevan,  Esq.,  Trent  Park, 

Middlesex. 
W.  S.  Blackstone,  Esq.,  M.P.,  WalHngford. 
Sir  M.  Blakiston,  Bart.,  Derby  Castle, 

Douglas,  Isle  of  Man. 
Sir  Brookb  W.  Bridges,  Bart.,  Good- 

nestone  Park,  Wingham,  Kent, 
CoiX)NEL  Bruen,  M.P.,  Coimty  of  Carlow. 
Andrew   Clarke,  Esq.,  Comrie  Castle, 

Culross,  Perthshire. 
Adjhral  Sir  Joslvh  CoGnn.L  Cogiiili^ 

Bart.,  Lansdown  Villa,  Cheltenham. 
J.  C.  Colquhoun,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Newcastle- 

under-Lyme. 
E.    J.    Cooper,    Esq.,    Markree    Castle, 

CoUooney. 
Willlvm  Davis,  Esq.,  Lejiionstone,  Essex. 
Ja:mes    Dearden,    Esq.,    The    Orchard, 

Eochdale,  Lancashire. 
QuiNTiN  Dick,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Maldon. 
Adihral  Duff,  Drummuir  by  Keith. 
John  Ffoliaott,  Esq.,  M.P.,  County  Sligo. 
Sackville  Lane  Fox,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Ipswich. 
G.  W.  Franklyn,  Esq.,  Clifton  House, 

Bristol. 
Tno>LVS  Frewen,  Esq.,  Brickwall  House, 

Nortliiam,  Sussex. 
Charles  Hay  Frewen,  Esq.,  Cold  CH-erton 

Hall,  Leicestershire. 
Edward  Grogan,  Esq.,  INI.P.,  Dublin  City. 
J.  H.  Hajshlton,  Esq.,  M.P.,  Dublin  County. 
G.    A.    Hamilton,    Esq.,    M.P.,    Dublin 

University. 


The  Eight  Honourable  Lord  EdavcI 

HiLi^  M.P.J  County  Down. 
Henry     Julius    Joxes,    Esq.,    County 

Terrace,  Camberwell. 
The  Honourable  Captain  Kixg,  Angley, 

Cranbrook,  Kent. 
Tho>l\s  Kington,  Esq  ,  Charlton  House, 

Bristol. 
T.  Kinxersley,  Esq.,  Clough  Hall,  Xcav- 

castle,  Staffordshire. 
Henry  Lysteii,  Esq.,  9,  Spring  Terrace, 

Wandsworth  Eoad. 
W.  Long,  Esq.,  Hints  Hall,  Saxmundham. 
Sir    Digby    Mackworth,    Bart.,    Glen 

Uske,  Slonmouth. 
Donald  Macle.vx,  Esq.,  jM.P.,  Oxford. 
Thomas  G,  Monyfenxy,  Es<j.,  The  Hole 

Park,  Eolvenden,  Kent. 
Colonel  Sir  E.   Moubr.vy,  Cockairney 

House,  Fifeshire. 
Sir  J.  M.  Xasmyth,  Bart.,  Posso,  Peeble- 

shu-e. 
Eichard  Xugent,  Esq,  Farren  Connell 

House,  Momit  Nugent. 
Sir  John  Dean  Paul,  Bart.,  Eodborough, 

Stroud,  Gloucestershire. 
John  De^in  Paui^  Esq.,  Fulham,  Mid- 
dlesex. 
Dudley    M.    Perceval,    Esq.,   Wilton 

Street,  Wilton  Crescent. 
J.  P.  Pliimptre,  Esq.,  M.P.,  East  Kent. 
E.  B.  Seeley,  Esq.,  Fleet-street. 
E  Spooner,  Esq ,  M.P.,  Birmingham. 
Andrew    Spottiswoode,    Esq,    Broome 

Hall,  Surrey. 
The  HoxouitABLE  Colonel  Wixgfield 

Stratford,  Adflington,  Maidstone,  Kent. 
Edward    Taylor,    Esq.,    M.P.,    County 

Dublin. 
J.  Tollemache,  Esq.,  M.P.,  South  Cheshire. 
Christopher  Turnor,  Esq.,  M.P.,  South 

Lincolnshire. 
Sir  J.  T.  Tyrell,  Bart.,  M.P.,  North  Essex. 
Colonel  Vernep^  M.P.,  County  Armagh. 
Thomas  West,  Esq.,  Lewes  Crescent,  Kemp- 

to^yn,  Brighton. 


The  Annual  Subscription  to  the  Club  shall  be  Five  Guineas,  except 
in  the  case  of  Clergymen,  who  shall  pay  One  Guinea. 

Any  gentleman  I'ecomm ended  by  the  Committee  of  a  Local  Association 
organized  with  a  view  to  the  same  objects  as  the  National  Club,  shall 
be  eligible  as  a  member  upon  such  temis  as  shall  he  arranged  between 
the  respective  Committees. 

Any  gentleman  desirous  of  becoming  a  member  of  the  Club,  may 
apply  to  a  member  of  the  Committee,  or  to  the  Secretary,  13,  Cockspur 
Street,  Charing  Cross,  where  also  the  General  Statement  issued  by  the 
Club  may  be  had. 

Subscriptions  will  be  received  on  account  of  the  Treasurer  of  the 
National  Club,  at  Messrs.  Herrtes,  Farquiiar,  and  Co.'s,  16,  St. 
James's  Street,  and  Messrs.  Strahan,  Pauls,  and  Co.'s,  217?  Strand. 


riRST  GENERAL  STATEMENT. 

Issued  Novembee  Ji2,  1845. 

The  National  Club  have  no  desire  to  enter  into  party  cabals,  but  to  seek 

iu  concert  the  objects  whicli  have  led  to  their  union.     These  are  the 

maintenance  and   diffusion  of  those   great   principles    of  the   British 

Constitution  on  which  they  believe  the  national  Avelfare  to  depend. 

I.  They  hold  it  as  a  fundamental  principle  of  the  British  Constitution 
that  there  ought  to  be  no  coiniection  between  the  State  of  England  and 
the  Church  of  Rome,  that  such  connection  is  opposed  to  our  civil  polity, 
and  to  our  religious  principles.  At  the  Reformation,  the  State  and 
Cluirch  of  England  renounced  their  alliance  with  the  Church  of 
Rome.  The  English  people  recorded  then  their  deliberate  protest 
against  its  errors  and  encroachments.  It  was  a  protest  made  calmly — ■ 
it  was  meant  to  be  final.  To  grant,  therefore,  endowments  to  the 
Church  of  Rome  ;  to  make  the  Romish  priesthood  pensioners  of  the 
English  State,  to  recognise  their  influence  as  an  instrument  of  our  civil 
Government,  to  tax  the  people  of  England  for  their  payment,  are  all 
contrary  to  our  great  national  protest. 

II.  The  National  Club  hold  it  to  be  the  duty  of  the  State  to  provide 
for  the  education  of  the  people,  but  they  maintain,  that  the  objects  of 
the  State  cannot  be  secured  unless,  in  the  schools  of  the  people, 
scriptural  truths  be  combined  with  secular  knowledge,  to  train  the 
hearts  as  well  as  to  guide  the  minds  of  youth.  They  repudiate 
therefoi'e,  earnestly,  the  system  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  withdraw  the 
conduct  of  our  schools  from  Ministers  of  Religion,  and  to  commit  them 
to  Ministers  of  State.  This  plan  is  of  all,  the  most  to  be  dreaded,  fatiil 
to  our  popular  character  and  subversive  of  our  National  Faith.  It 
should  be  resisted  by  all  Avho  cherish  the  moral  habits  and  would 
advance  the  social  welfare  of  the  people.  Against  such  a  system  it  is 
our  duty  to  combine ;  to  proclaim  that  the  training  of  the  hearts  and 
consciences  of  our  children  must  not  be  regarded  as  a  civil  function,  nor 
entrusted  to  official  servants ;  that  the  lessons  of  scriptural  truth  should 
form  the  basis  of  popular  education,  and  that  these  cannot  be  taught 
but  under  the  supeiintendence  of  the  Ministers  of  Religion.  We  may 
thus  hope  for  the  blessing  of  God  on  our  plans  of  public  education, 'and 
we  may  expect  that  the  Church  of  England  will  thus  retain  her  just 
influence  over  the  hearts  of  the  children  who  enter  her  schools. 

On  like  grounds  the  National  Club  feel  bound  to  maintain  the 
t  uiversities  of  England  and  Ireland  ;  they,  in  fact,  form  an  integral 
part  of  the  great  scheme  of  National  Education.  That  scheme  does  not 
exclude  the  Dissenter  from  the  fullest  opportunity  of  establishing 
colleges  where  his  own  system  of  religion  is  taught,  but  it  reserves  to 
the  great  majority  of  the  Ihiglish  people,  members  of  the  Church  of 
England,  a  like  advantage,  in  the  possession  of  the  ancient  seminaries 
where  their  national  religion  is  taught  along,  with  useful  learning.  Any 
attempt  to  overthrow  or  vnidermine  this  system  the  National  Club  would 
steadfastly  Avithstand.  Colleges  without  religion  are  destitute  of  the 
power  which  impresses  truth  and  forms  character.  Colleges,  in  which 
clitferent  religious  bodies  are  united  in  the  conduct  of  education,  can 


never  prosper.  The  result  of  neutrulity  on  a  question,  ^vhich  is  the 
hasis  of  discipline  and  the  foundation  of  truth,  is  to  produce  hixity  in 
morals,  and  opinions  either  openly  sceptical  or  characterized  by  indiffer- 
ence to  religion. 

III.  The  members  of  the  National  Club  feel  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
uphold  the  United  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  in  her  integrity  and 
her  Protestant  character.  They  cannot  concur  with  those  who  assail 
the  establishment  of  the  Church  of  England  as  hostile  to  the  interests 
of  religion.  They  I'egard  her  as  most  effective  for  the  teaching  of  truth, 
and  as  the  great  guarantee  of  our  social  v^'elfare.  For  this  has  been  the 
marked  characteristic  of  the  English  Constitution,  that  in  the  midst  of 
great  palitical  changes,  it  has  kept  firm  the  balance  of  our  liberties,  and 
has  joinei  popular  rights  with  social  order.  This  is  due  to  the  character 
of  the  English  people,  formed  in  a  great  degree,  as  we  believe,  by  the 
influence  of  a  scriptural  Church,  a  Church  which  blends  the  lessons  of 
truth  with  the  interests  of  the  world,  and  restrains  the  passions  of  men 
by  the  words  and  warnings  of  God.  This  system  it  is  at  once  our 
interest  and  our  duty  to  maintain. 

IV.  On  the  principles  which  should  regulate  the  Irish  Government, 
the  National  Club  hold  these  opinions.  They  regard  it  as  the  duty  of 
the  State  to  extend  equal  justice  to  all  her  subjects,  to  impose  no 
penalties  on  the  Eomanists,  to  inflict  no  injustice  on  the  Protestants,  to 
look  to  the  first  ^\itli  deep  interest,  as  a  people  sorely  wronged  by  those 
who  have  long  misled  them  ;  to  look  to  the  last  with  cordial  sympathy, 
as  placed  in  circumstances  of  peculiar  trial,  yet  the  firm  friends  of  British 
connection.  They  conceive  that  every  one  in  Ireland  should  enjoy  the 
full  rights  of  freedom,  and  that  over  all,  without  distinction,  should  be 
asserted  the  supremacy  of  the  law.  In  these  views  they  confidently 
expect  the  concurrence  of  Irish  Protestants,  and  as  they  turn  to  them 
for  examples  of  loyalty,  so  they  regard  the  Church  of  Ireland  with  firm 
attachment,  as  the  best  bond  of  union,  and  the  most  effective  instnmie]^! 
for  accomplishing  the  peace  of  Ireland.  «' 

These  are  the  principles  which  the  National  Club  regard  as  all- 
important,  not  speculative,  but  practical,  the  foundation  of  our  public 
fortunes.  For  if  we  suffer  the  faith  of  the  country  to  fail,  and  her 
morals  to  become  corrupt,  we  prepare,  by  an  unerring  law,  the  national 
decline.  For,  where  national  religion  decays,  the  public  morals  become  : 
ilisordered  ;  reckless  morals  cause  restless  politics,  and  by  the  shocks  of 
frequent  change  the  confidence  of  capitalists  is  disturbed,  and  the  returns 
of  industry  are  deranged.  All  therefore  have  a  deep  pei-sonal  interest 
in  maintaining  these  public  principles. 

For  themselves  the  members  of  the  National  Club  do  not  disguise  | 
the  reluctance  with  which  they  make  this  statement  public.  It  is 
contrary  tf)  many  private  feelings.  But  they  have  the  strong  conviction 
that  great  evils  are  at  hand,  and  that  there  may  yet  be  time  by  united 
exertion  to  avert  them.  They  would  call  upon  their  countrymen  to 
adhere  to  these  guiding  principles,  and  to  act  in  conceit  in  order  tc 
preserve  them,  putting  forth  their  own  efforts,  and  calmly  committing 
the  issue  to  Him  with  whom  alone  are  the  destinies  of  nations. 


d 


iiPPEAL    OF    THE    NATIONAL    CLUB 

ON   THE 

DUTIES  OF   ELECTORS. 


The  Committee  of  the  National  Club  desire  to  offer  a  practical  sugges- 
tion to  all  ^vlio  concur  in  their  views.  The  principles  which  they  have 
announced  as  important,  can  only  be  made  effectual  in  as  far  as  they 
influence  the  conduct.  It  would  be  inconsistent  to  proclaim  their  value 
and  not  to  be  prepared  to  act  upon  them.  The  occasion  for  applying 
them  must  soon  occur,  when  we  are  called  as  electors  to  discharge  the 
duty  of  choosing  representatives  to  Parliament.  On  our  light  choice  of 
tliese,  the  national  well-being  must,  under  God,  depend. 

The  practical  question  ought  to  be.  Does  the  Candidate,  w^ho  asks 
our  votes,  hold  our  opinions  ?  Does  he  value  the  principles  which  we 
cherish?  If  he  regards  them  as  of  secondary  importance,  he  will 
readily  abandon  them.  If  he  tlmdis  them  unimportant,  he  will  sur- 
render them  on  the  first  demand — sacrifice  them  to  personal  objects,  or 
to  the  claims  of  his  party. 

13ut  though  he  does  not  profess  our  piinciples,  he  may  hold  opinions 
more  congenial  with  ours  than  his  opponent.  Of  two  Candidates,  both 
of  whom  differ  from  us,  should  we  not  select  the  one  who  is  least 
opposed  to  us  ?  x\ssuredly,  if  we  act  thus,  we  shall  neutralize  our  influ- 
ence, and  destroy  the  efficacy  of  our  opinions.  The  state  of  the  country 
is  peculiar.  The  questions  now  at  issue  are  vital.  A  wrong  course  in 
policy  may  betray  great  Institutions.  The  names  of  political  parties 
can  only  mislead  us,  for  the  divisions  of  parties  are  almost  gone.  The 
stmggle  now  is  for  principles ;  and  yet  the  principles  avowed  by  the 
leader  on  one  side  differ  little  from  those  professed  by  the  leader  on  the 
other.  The  difference  between  them  is,  in  reality,  one  of  names ;  arid 
yet  the  issue  of  the  present  contest  involves  the  permanent  existence  of 
our  principles.     In  such  a  crisis  what  course  ought  to  be  pursued  ? 

Our  wisdom  is  to  obseiTe  from  what  quarter  the  greatest  dangers 
threaten  us.  But  unquestionably  our  Institutions  are  at  this  moment 
less  in  peril  from  those  whose  attacks  are  open,  and  therefore  inspke 
alarm,  than  from  those  who,  under  professions  of  friendship,  undermine 
tlie  ]>rinciples  on  which  our  national  Institutions  are  founded.  If, 
therefore,  any  party  declare  their  regard  for  our  Institutions,  and  at  the 
same  time  disregard  or  forsake  our  principles,  that  party  is,  in  the  pre- 
sent day,  most  to  be  feared. 

It  follows  from  this,  that  the  profession  of  a  name  offers  us  no 
seemity,  that  connection  with  a  political  party  cannot  be  accepted  by  us 
as  a  guarantee.  A  surer  test  is  required.  Can  one  be  found  ?  We 
ventm*e  to  suggest  one  which  we  think  capable  of  general  application. 
We  have  already  recorded  the  great  principles  which  seem  to  us  essen- 
tial for  national  safety.  We  advise  the  elector  to  state  these  frankly  to 
Ihe  Candidate.  Does  lie  hold  these  principles  ?  Will  he  maintain 
them  ?  Whatever  be  the  course  of  his  party,  will  he  adhere  to  these  ? 
If  he  will,  our  duty  is  clear,  we  can  support  him.  If  he  will  not,  we 
must  decline.  VJ^e  cannot  be  responsible  for  choosing  such  a  person  as 
our  representative.     This  course  is  simple  and  sincere.     It  is  worthy 


of  earnest  men.     Thus  alone  can  we  make  our  principles  felt ;  thus 
alone  will  they  tell  upon  politics. 

If  a  Candidate  meets  our  inquiry  by  assuming  a  party  name,  we 
answer  that  our  object  is  to  promote  principles  and  not  parties.     If  he  1 
offers  us  general  professions,  but  will  not  specify  liis  opinions  on  the    " 
cardinal  questions  which  in  our  judgment  are  vital,  our  reply  is  ready  ; 
he  declines  to  impait  to  us  his  political  convictions,  and  we  decline  con- 
Hding  to  him  our  public  trust. 

We  leave  to  each  constituency  to  assert  their  local  interests,  and  their 
particular  views  on  the  various  questions  of  policy.  On  these  we  do  not 
presume  to  offer  suggestions.  Our  duty  is  special — to  urge  them  to 
guard  the  religious  Institutions  on  which  the  national  welfare  depends. 
We  conjure  electors  to  take  security  for  these.  Without  these  our 
policy  cannot  prosper.  We  append  the  questions  v/hich  may  suffice  to 
test  a  candidate,  any  of  which  may  be  put  according  to  the  judgment 
of  the  elector. 

But  we  entreat  electors  to  look  for  their  best  security  in  earnest  men, 
in  men  who  feel  the  v>orth  of  these  principles,  and  who  will  firmly  main 
tain  them. 

We  urge  them  further  to  seek  strength  in  union.  All  of  like  mhid 
should  meet,  concert  their  plans  and  act  together,  with  a  view  to  the 
approaching  election.  Let  them  not  be  discouraged  because  at  first 
they  are  few.  A  small  body,  united  and  resolved  to  hold  together,  will 
exert  a  decisive  influence  on  the  fluctuating  plans,  and  varying  move- 
ments which  surround  them.  Calm  spirits — Ann  resolves — sober 
councils — -will,  by  God's  blessing,  effect  a  lasting  good. 
QUESTIONS  FOR  CANDIDATES. 

I.  Will  you  maintain  the  vmited  Church  of  England  and  Ireland  ? 
and  will  you  vote  against  any  measure  for  depriving  either  Church  of 
any  part  of  her  endowments  ? 

II.  Will  you  vote  against  any  grants  of  money  to  endow  the  Church 
of  Rome  in  England  and  Ireland  ? 

III.  Will  you  vote  against  any  measures  for  maintaining  or  increas- 
ing the  influence  of  the  Romish  priests  in  Ireland  ? 

IV.  (1.)  Will   you  support   scriptural  education   in   England   and 

Ireland  ? 

(*i.)  Will  you  vote  for  grants  of  money  to  build  and  endow 
schools,  in  which  the  Scriptures  are  taught  under  the 
superintendence  of  ministers  of  the  Protestant  religion  ? 

(o.)  Will  you  vote  against  grants  of  money  to  any  schools  man- 
aged by  officers  of  Government,  or  in  which  the  masters 
are  appointed  by  Government  boards  ? 

V.  Will  you  maintain  the  English  Universities  in  connection  with 
the  Church  of  England  and  the  Irish  University  in  connection  with  the 
Church  of  Ireland  ? 

VI.  In  any  case  in  which  you  are  pressed  to  give  up  any  one  of  the 
foregoing  principles,  will  you  adhere  to  them,  though  at  the  cost  of 
separating  from  your  party,  or  removing  from  power  the  Administration 
which  you  support  ? 


Fehruarij  2,  1846. 
The  Committee  attach  to  these  docmnents  some  notices  of  them  which  liave  just  now 
appeared.     They  do  this  without  making  themselves  responsible  for  the  opinions  of 
these  papers.     They  cite  them  as  proofs  from  independent  parties,  that  the  views  and 
line  of  poHcy  wliich  they  have  proposed,  are  acceptable  to  them. 

Art.  VII. — General  Statement  oftJie  National  Club,  13,  CocTcspur  Street. 

This  document  has  jiist  been  placed  in  our  hands,  and  though  oiu*  obsei-vations  nnist 
be  few,  we  are  unwilling  to  let  this  Number  of  our  Review  appear  without  some  remarks 
upon  a  publication  which  we  regard  as  of  importance. 

^Ye  agree  with  those  Avho  have  formed  this  Club,  that  the  time  is  come  for  such  a 
union,  ^^'ith  them  we  think  that  great  evils  are  at  hand,  and  that  they  can  only  be 
met  by  prompt  and  vigorous  exertion.  We  believe  that  the  exertion  ought  not  to  be 
leit  to  the  scattered  movements  of  individuals,  but  should  be  conducted  with  the 
deliberate  care  and  the  united  concert  of  a  party.  So  far  we  are  at  one  with  those 
who  have  established  this  Club,  and  so  far  we  are  inclined  to  approve  of  their  move- 
ment. 

But  we  must  look  further.     What  is  it  that  we  fear?     What  are  the  evils  against 

wliich  we  would  guard?     We  do  not  enter  into  the  Avide  field  of  political  questions. 

\\'c  must  select  those  Avliich  ajipear  to  us  prominent.     In  this  respect  we  think  the 

cedurc  of  the  National  Club  wise;  as,  without  embaiTassing  itself  with  the  multi- 

1  questions  which  engage  the  attention  of  statesmen,  it  has   selected  those  which 

inay  be  regai'ded  as  the  cords  and  sinews  of  our  national  life.     We  judge  them  right 

:  in  fixing  their  thoughts  upon  the  religious  principles  by  which  public  character  is 

I  formed,  and  the  great  circumstances  by  which  social  welfare  is  sustained.     But  in  the 

mc^sent  day  men  are  apt  to  fall  into  a  mistake.     They  think  that  the  institutions  of  a 

iitiy  are  safe,  provided  they  are  not  openly  attacked.    If  there  is  no  attempt  made 

.</  pull  down  the  national  Church,  they  look  upon  it  as  safe.     If  there  is  no  design 

avowed  by  the  administration  of  the  day  to  introduce  Infidelity  into  our  schools,  or 

"  :oad  immorality  among  our  people,  they  regard  religious  education  and  public  morals 

massailed.     Nothing  can  be  more  incorrect.     Tliis  is  not  the  way  in  which  attacks 

MC.     National  institiitions  are  not  torn  down  by  batteries  and  bombardment.    They 

by  sapping.     It  is  the  mine  which  destroys  them.     The  parade  and  defiance  of 

herald  are  not  the  arts  of  modern  warfare.    It  was  not  thvis  that  the  United  States 

)rbed  Texas,  or  that  Napoleon  conquered  Spain.     It  is  by  another  tactique  that 

lern  conquest  is  carried.     It  is  uniformly  thus  in  the  contests  of  politics.     Institu- 

:is  that  are  weak  are  indeed,  at  times,  operated  upon  by  open  hostilities.     But  these 

re  rarely  used  against  the  strong.     Institutions  seated  deep  in  the  national  affections 

annot  thus  be  overthrown.     The  recoil  would  be  more  damaging  than   the  blow. 

iut  this  is  the  way  in  which  they  fall.     Men  profess  elaborate  respect  for  them,  they 

ould  not  touch  them  for  the  world.     But  they  deprecate  debate  upon  them;  they 

rotest  against  their  being  dragged  into  secular  discussions;  and  so  they  leave  them 

o  themselves.      If  they  are  contracted,  they  refuse  to  extend    them;  if  they  are 

■•eak,  or  in  decay,  they  refuse  to  strengthen  them.     They  would  leave  them  alone, 

part,   imtouched,  isolated;  so  they  stand,  bxit  not  entire.     There  is  a  work  doia' 

gainst  them,  a  sure   Avork — the  work  of  time  which  impairs  them;  the  work  of 

ibtilty  which  undermines  them,  which  spread  views  and  opinions  in  conflict  with 

lem;  and  all  the  more  surely,  that  no  man  interferes  with  them.      And  so  the  mines 

m,  and  the  galleries  are  cut  deep  in  the  public  sentiment;  and  along  them  are  laid 

ains  of  opinions  unresisted,  yet  fatal  to  the  constitution.    If  any  one  marks  this  work 

id  is  afraid,  the  defender  on  the  walls  reassures  him,  and  shows  him  how  strong  are 

e  defences.     If  still  uneasy  he  sounds  the  alarm,  he  is  put  doAvn  as  an  alarmist;  the 

^avy  tread  of  the  regular  watchman  beats  his  daily  rounds.     At  last  comes  the 

sault;  the  mines  arc  sprung,  the  defences  fall,  and  thi'ough  the  shattered  breach  the 

emy  pours.     And  then  we  rub  our  eyes,  and  wake  and  wonder  to  find  that  the 

-Iwarks  which  we  were  told  were  impregnable  are  gone. 

That  is  the  way  in  which  one  Church  of  our  empire,  torn  to  its  centre,  has  been 
t  to  fall,  and  in  which  one  of  the  Churches  of  the  continent  has  just  sunk  without  a 
nggle.  That  is  the  pi'ocess  now  at  work  among  ourselves,  under  whicli  our 
tional  system  of  education,  undeiTnined  by  false  theories,  sinks,  by  wliich  our 
liversitics  destroyed  l)y  the  work  of  last  session  nod  to  their  fall.  Under  that  pro- 
58  the  Church  of  Ireland  reels,  and  by  that,  sure  as  time,  the  Church  of  Englaaid  will 


be  enveloped.  This  system  of  attack  is  not  promoted  by  open  concert  '^^ith  tli< 
enemy;  quite  the  contraiy,  sucli  a  compact  would  sound  the  alarm.  It  is  carried  by  th' 
silence  of  the  friend.  It  is  false  friends  who  destroy  us.  TJie  mode  is  this,  i'als' 
prmciples  creep  through  society,  and  steal  into  the  minds  of  men.  You  may  abet  then 
by  adopting  them.  That  is  one  Avay  that  the  liberal  party  do.  But  you  may  abe 
them  much  more  effectually  by  refusing  to  confront  them.  That  is  what  the  presen 
premier  is  doing.  This  is  the  sure  blow.  The  rude  assault  may  be  met ;  tlie  hoa» 
war-cry  will  be  returned.  The  clarion  of  the  patriot  meets  the  cry  of  the  foe.  Bl 
the  desertion  of  the  leader,  his  flight  when  he  should  head  the  charge,  the  forsaM 
post,  the  naked  flank,  these  damp  the  bravest  army.  Wait  a  few  years — we  doubfrU 
you  need  wait  so  long — and  our  prophecy  will  be  realized. 

The  principle  of  the  liberal  school  is,  that  in  pohtics  rehgion  has  no  place,  and  tin 
national  education  is  the  concern  of  the  State.     Admit  these  two  propositions,  you 
camp  is  gone,  it  is  in  the  hands  of  the  enemy.     You  marvel,  but  it  is  the  fact.     Tli 
case  is  clear;  an  Infidel  education  is  set  up,  national  rehgion  must  go  down:  the 
follow  as  cex-tamly  as  tliey  have  followed  in  France,  as  they  are  following  in  Irelan 
Only  grant  the  position  of  the  liberal.     You  may  grant  them,  as  Sir  Hobert  Peel  h: 
done,  by  admitting  them  in  argument.     You  may  grant  them,  as  he  has  just  succeedt 
in  doing,  by  introducing  them  in  acts.     You  may  grant  them,  as  he  always  does,  fir 
by  silence,  and  then  by  concession.     Only  bear  tliis  in  mind,  that  you  are  not  to  tur 
upon  us  by-and-bye,  and  when  the  public  schools  of  our  people  are  Intidel,  and  tl 
Church  of  the  people  is  gone,  look  up  in  stupid  wonder  and  say,  Who  woidd  ha\ 
thought  it  ?  We  think  it,  and  we  tell  it  to  you.     We  leave  you  without  a  plea.     If 
befais  you,  you  shall  not  plead  that  it  came  on  you  unwarned,  that  no  man  could  ha^ 
expected  it.     We  tell  you,  we  sound  it  in  yom*  ears,  we  otier  it  to  your  eyes;  there  ru; 
the  mine,  there  Avorks  the  foe,  listen  to  the  sound  of  his  implements,  hear  the  hollo 
nmrmm*  of  his  approach.     There  is  time  to  stop  him  if  you  will,  you  have  time  to  ( 
so  and  the  power;  only  you  must  get  rid  of  a  treacherous  leader.     Under  his  condu  - 
your  ruin  is  sure—  defence  is  vain.     But  do  not  tell  us  by-and-bye,  that  your  schot 
fell,  and  your  Church  by  the  strength  of  3'our  enemies.     This  is  not  the  fact,  they  a 
fulleu  by  the  treachery  of  their  friends.     Again,  remember  that  political  victories  a 
not  won  by  dust  and  detonating  powder.     There  are  no  Moscows  in  the  Avaifare 
politics.     They  are  carried,  as  we  see  the  sea  make  its  way  on  the  coast  of  Noriblk, 
the  Severn  eat    with  quiet  flow  the  neighbouring  banks.      Mordtt  aqua  taciturn 
amnis.     It  is  the  silent  infiltratiou  of  false  principles  that  eats  out  the  public  sentimei 
The  man  who  in  the  station  of  a  public  lejider  refuses  to  confront  and  expose  them 
the  man  really  to  be  feared.     Your  coast  may  be  safe  by  casting  up  the  breakwater 
a  firm  defence.     It  is  gone  if  tliis  is  not  applied.     The  traitw  need  not  support  t 
enemy.     He  has  only  to  fold  his  arms,  and  be  silent.      The  work  will  be  done  to  1 
hand.     If  he  will  sit  still  tlie  couseiiuence  must  follow,  as  sure  in  the  political  as  m  t 
natural  world. 

Unless  an  effort  is  made  promptly,  and  made  powerfully,  we  believe  that  the  Natioi 
Church  and  schools  of  England  are  doomed.  They  survived  the  attacks  of  Lc 
Melbourne,  they  will  sink  under  tlie  hands  of  Sir  Robert  Peel.  Are  we  wrong?  list< 
Under  the  one  our  system  of  education  Avas  attacked  by  battery,  our  Church  v 
assailed ;  Avith  what  issue  ?  a  shout,  a  cry  through  the  breadth  of  England,  a  must 
and  a  triumph.  We  saved  our  heritage,  we  kept  our  jcAvels ;  Ave  left  them,  as  avc  thoug 
safe,  in  the  house  of  our  friends.  Where  are  they?  what  has  become  of  them?  oft 
schools,  our  system  of  National  education  ?  Ask  Sir  Robert  Peel.  He  has  adop; 
every  principle  Avhich  we  loathed;  he  has  dropped  every  pr'inciple  AAdiich  we  rega 
Mr.  Wyse  and  the  Central  Society  had  a  project  of  collegiate  and  popular  educatic 
they  pressed  it  on  us,  we  repelled  it;  the  ^Vhigs  Avere  forced  to  abandon  it.  Where 
it  noAv  ?  Ask  Sir  Robert  Peel ;  he  has  introduced  the  academic  portion  already;  th 
it  stands,  stereotyped  in  an  act  of  parliament ;  he  Avill  introduce  the  other.  He  ."  ^ 
hinted  it,  he  is  ready,  he  waits,  he  hardly  waits,  a  gentle  pressure.  In  a  word,  the  v- 
system  of  government  education  Avhich  Ave  loathed  and  defeated  in  opposition,  wli 
both  Houses  refused,  is  admitted  by  him  to  be  sound,  and  Avill  soon  be  in  pract 
Only  give  him  time,  and  let  him  move  by  steps;  that  course  is  the  most  sure.  Ii 
the  course  of  mining,  bloAV  by  blow;  eating  out  as  you  advance  your  position  into 
heart  of  our  citadel.  In  a  few  years  we  shall  marvel  to  find  that  our  national  syst 
is  gone,  and  that  another  has  taken  its  place.  It  is  just  that  liberals  should  pn 
him ;  in  their  place  Ave  should  do  the  same.  The  man  who  on  guard  giv^s  up 
citadel,  is  a  better  friend  than  the  clnmsy  enemy  with  hb  cumbrous  batteries.     So  1 


Ill-  t^cliools.  How  will  fjirc  our  Universities?  There  is  a  majority  of  votes  agfiinst 
\Ir.  Christie.  There  was  a  thundering  majority  against  the  Corn  Laws.  Where  are 
iiey,  if"  Sir  Robert  Peel  shall  remain  in  power?  Where  soon  the  other  will  be.  Will 
e,  do  we  say?  Our  Universities  are  gone,  doomed,  given  np  in  the  arguments  of  last 
■ssion,  on  the  question  of  the  Irish  colleges;  soon  to  be  registered  as  defunct.  Our 
nunscl  has  gone  over  to  the  plaintiff;  all  we  want  is  the  verdict  against  us.  It  will 
-on  come. 

But  after  we  have  lost  our  Universities  and  schools,  how  long  will  the  Church  stand? 
Let  that  question  be  answered.  The  Church  of  Ireland  is  already  doomed.  The  pre- 
mier, in  one  emphatic  sentence,  tells  us  that  he  waits  to  abandon  it.  Without  her 
sistci",  without  her  feeders,  how  long  will  the  Church  of  England  endure?  If  any  man 
Miys  we  are  wrong,  let  him  answer  our  arguments;  we  appeal  to  his  reason  not  to  his 
I'ancy. 

But  is  there  no  safety?  there  is.  There  is  assured  safety,  binder  God  in  ourselves.  All 
ther  hopes  are  idle.  This  will  not  fail.  The  confidence  of  effort,  and  the  confidence  of 
rust  are  sure.  They  have  the  prospect  and  the  promise ;  the  prospect,  if  Heaven  so 
will  it,  of  saving  our  country !  the  promise,  sure  and  unfailing,  to  those  who  do  their 
all.  To  rush  into  the  field  of  efl'ort,  trusting  in  ourselves,  is  impious;  to  sit  with 
timid  gloom  and  folded  hands  is  paltry;  to  trust  in  man,  and  in  such  men,  in  such 
times,  is  the  vei'iest  dotage;  but  to  put  faith  in  honest  effort >,  finri,  patient, persevering, 
to  use  all  calm  thought  and  quiet  energy,  concerted  judgmeiit  and  collected  power;  to 
use  this  resolutely,  constantly,  with  sober  views  and  earnest  trust,  and  as  we  put  forth 
our  strenuous  efforts,  to  invoke  upon  our  poor  labours  God's  blessing,  this  is  the  duty 
ut'  all,  this  is  a  duty  which  may  nen-e  the  timid,  and  moderate  the  bold,  stir  the  calm- 
c?t  temper,  and  string  to  earnestness  the  lightest  heart.  This,  too,  is  the  duty  of  all; 
I  >f  the  clergy,  no  less  than  of  the  laity,  though  by  different  efforts  in  their  different 
-phcres. 

\sQ  presume,  and  we  tmst  correctly,  that  such  are  the  objects  aimed  at  by  the  Na- 
tional Club;  and  that  such  too  may  be  its  issue,  when  it  has  received  large  support, 
and  enlisted  a  deep-seated  strength.  We  avow,  that  on  first  observing  the  statement 
of  its  general  objects  in  the  newspapers,  we  entertained  objections  to  that  which  is 
-tated  as  its  second  object — viz.,  "to  xiphoid  a  system  of  National  education,  based  on 
^cr]Y>tnYG  and  C07iduct^l  by  the  ministers  oyrelif/ion.''  We,  for  our  part,  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  schools  of  the  people  of  England  ought  to  be  conducted  by  the  ministers 
•  >f  the  Church  of  England.  We  recognise  no  other  principle  of  National  education.  We 
conceive  that  parliament  ought  to  have  confined  its  grants,  in  education  as  in  reli- 
gion, to  this  body.  To  this  expression,  therefore,  of  what  appeai'ed  to  us  a  different 
principle  in  the  objects  of  this  club,  we  felt  ourselves  strongly  opposed.  But  the  peru- 
sal of  the  General  Statement,  which  has  since  been  sent  to  us,  has,  we  confess,  removed 
our  objections.  AVe  willingly  admit  that  parties  engaged  in  a  practical  object  must 
aim  at  what  is  practicable,  and  that  any  attempt  to  upset  the  plan  of  education  which 
has  now  been  adopted  by  parliament  for  more  than  twelve  years,  is  impossible. 
Even  if  that  is  founded  on  an  erroneous  principle,  we  have  at  least  no  reason  to  com- 
))lain  of  its  working;  for  such  is  the  zeal  of  the  Church  of  England,  and  such  its  popu- 
larity, that  though  pLicod  on  the  same  footing  with  religious  sects,  in  these  twelve 
years  it  has  secured  four-fifths  of  the  parliamentary  grants,  which  requii-e  corresponding 
contributions.  We  have  no  reason,  therefore,  practically  to  regret  this  system;  and 
we  agree  with  the  National  Club,  that  it  is  far  preferable  to  that  which  the  Infidel  party 
seek  to  substitute  for  it.  If  it  is  adhered  to  and  fairly  extended,  and  if  endowments  to 
schoolmasters  ai'e  provided,  we  shall  be  able  to  cover  the  country  Avith  schools  in  con- 
nection with  the  Church  of  England.  The  late  admirable  charge  of  the  Bishop  of 
Winchester  attests  this  fact  with  regard  to  his  diocese,  and  we  believe  it  to  be 
generally  con-ect. 

To  the  other  views  of  the  National  Club  we  give  our  entire  consent.  We  rejoice  to 
see  that  this  club  is  open,  on  moderate  tenns,  to  clergymen,  and  that  at  the  same  time, 
the  names  of  clergymen  do  not  appear  on  the  committee.  We  do  not  know  if  this  has 
arisen  from  design;  we  trust  that  it  has.  We  think  it  desirable  that  in  all  mattei-s 
which  touch  on  political  discussions,  clergj^men  should  publicly  appear  as  sparingly  as 
possible;  but  we  are  no  less  decidedly  of  opinion  that  in  these  critical  times,  when  the 
stability  of  the  Chni-ch  and  its  permanent  influence  are  in  danger,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
clergy  not  to  shrink  from  those  efforts  which  are  consistent  with  their  calling  and  are 
not  iirejudicial.  There  is  one  mode  of  influence  legitimately  open  to  them,  and  from 
this,  in  our  judgment,  they  would  err  if  they  abstaiued.     They  have  a  great  influence 
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(may  it  long  coiitiuue!)  in  their  parishes  and  congregations.     Let  them  use  this  to  ad- 
monish the  hiity  to  discharge  their  duty.     Let  them  warn  tliem  of  the  dangers  Avhicli 
tlireaten  us.    Let  tliem  show  them  that  tliese  cannot  be  prevented  by  individual  etlbrts, 
but  should  be  met  by  associated  exertion;  and  let  them  recommend  the^>^m  qf(cssocia-% 
Hon  -which  they  should  form.    It  matters  but  little  Avhat  the  precise  plan  is,  or  by  wlxai* 
name  it  is  called,  or  what  is  its  extent,  so  that  they  deliberate  and  act  in  union.     Such 
associations  may  be  extended  to  a  town,  or  embrace  a  county,  or  be  confined  to  a  parish. 
We  prefer  a  limited  sphere  and  a  quiet  name.     A  committee  of  electors  and  non- 
electors,  in  earnest  about  their  work,  and  meeting  often  to  discuss  and  to  arrange  it, 
Avill  do  no  more  than  great  arrays  of  names  and  speeches. — English  Review,  No.  VIII^  I 
Dec.,  1845. 


Since  last  we  wrote,  the  "  National  Club  "  has  issued  its  pi-ospcctus,  and  has  entitled 
itself  to  the  support  of  idl  v/ho  love  the  British  constitution,  and  security  to  our  best 
interests,  by  an  exposition  of  principles  such  as  the  soundest  intellects  of  the  best  times 
of  England — intellects  like  tliose  of  Chatham  and  Burke — might  be  expected  to  adopt 
and  approve.  We  are  much  pleased  to  find  tliat  it  holds  out  an  invitation  to  L-eland, 
and  makes  our  cause  imperial.  We  earnestly  ho]>e  that  the  invitation  will  not  be  de- 
clined. We  desire  to  see  a  Ijody  of  English  and  Irish  members  of  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  who  will  take  their  stand  on  a  great  constitutional  principle,  and  will 
labour  to  defend  it  with  idl  the  power  derived  from  combination  and  concert,  and 
alK)ve  all,  from  integrity  of  purpose. 

It  will  be  of  extreme  importance  to  the  best  iutei-ests  of  the  empire,  that  this  National 
Club  be  soon  consolidated.  • 

We  cannot  but  hail  it  as  a  most  auspicious  omen,  that  just  when  the  repeal  confede- 
nicy  was  waxing  fiercest,  a  body  should  have  spnmg  up  in  England  by  whoso  counte- 
nance and  co-operation  it  may  be  most  elfectually  resisted;  and  that  when  abandoned 
by  the  government,  and  apparently  beyond  all  human  aid,  resoux'ces  should  be  opened 
to  the  disheartened  and  almost  desi)airing  l^rotestants,  of  which,  if  they  properly  and 
I)rudcutly  avail  themselves,  j)rotection  for  life  and  propertj^  nmst  soon  be  found. 

NVe  therefore  counsel  all  who  can  do  so,  to  enroll  themselves  as  members  of  the 
English  National  Club.  By  so  doing,  they  will  be  contributing  their  quota  not  only 
to  the  funds  of  that  institute,  but  to  the  information  of  their  brethren  in  England,  w  ho 
only  require  rightly  to  know  the  evils  of  which  we  complain  to  aid  us  with  all  their 
jK)wer  in  our  efforts  to  remove  them. 

But  the  National  Club  contemplates  other  objects  also.  They  arc  not  ashamed  to 
recognize  the  sovereign  authority  of  Almighty  God  in  the  government  of  nations;  and 
they  would  fain  uphold,  in  their  integrity  and  efficiency,  those  institutions,  whether 
'educational  or  religious,  which  have  for  their  office  the  training  of  the  national  mind, 
and  the  regulation  of  the  national  heart  and  conscience. 

The  Protestantism  of  the  Reformation,  as  embodied  in  the  national  creed,  and  the 
])rinciples  of  civil  and  rehgious  liberty,  as  professed  and  vindicated  in  the  glorious 
Revolution  which  placed  the  house  of  Hanover  on  the  throne,  it  is  the  special  object  of 
the  National  Club  to  promote  and  to  cherish. — Dublin  University  Magazine,  Jan.  1846, 
page  123 

We  have  before  us  the  prospectus  of  the  "  National  Club,"  established  June  17, 1845, 
''in  support  of  the  Protestant  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  for  raising  the  moi'al 
and  social  condition  of  tbe  people."  While  we  express  our  own  strong  approval  of  the 
principles  of  this  club,  and  our  sincere  thanks  to  the  men  who  have  combined  to  es- 
tablish it,  we  feel  confident  that  the  heading  of  the  ])rospectus  here  given  will  recom- 
mend it  at  least  to  that  portion  of  the  public  who  have  extended  their  patronage  to  the 
"  Irish  I\Ionthly  Magazine."  The  views  and  object  of  this  club  are  in  all  respects 
identical  with  ours.  What  we  are  endeavouring  to  put  into  the  minds  of  men,  by  the 
humble  efforts  of  our  pen,  they  have  determined  to  carry  out  by  a  Avell  organized 
system  of  practical  exertion,  ****** 

Every  one  of  these  objects  is  dear  to  our  hearts.  We  rejoice  that  they  have  been 
recognized  in  this  practical  manner  by  the  promoters  of  this  club.  The  names  which 
stand  at  its  head  give  sure  promise  of  its  extension  and  stability,  and  we  regai-d  its 
establishment  at  this  crisis  as  one  of  those  healthy  symptoms  of  re-action  from  the 
downward  course  to  anarchy  and  national  misery,  which  in  the  midst  of  all  our  gloom, 
arise  to  cheer  the  desponding  lover  of  his  coiuitry.      *     *     — Irish  Monthly  Magazine. 
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The  follo-wiiig  address  has  been  recently  issued  by  the  above  newly-formed  society, 
the  chief  object  of  wliich  are  thus  set  forth  by  them.  *  *  *  * 

Satisfied  as  we  are  that  in  the  contest  which  daily  thickens  around  us,  the  pole-star 
of  eternal  truth  alone  can  be  a  safe  and  infallible  guide  from  the  rocks  of  Infidelity  on 
the  one  hand,  and  the  quicksands  of  Popery  on  the  other,  we  should  liave  been  more 
rtjoiced  to  have  beheld  a  spirit-stirring  address — such  as  to  arouse  our  slumbering 
fellow-Protestants  to  the  sense  of  their  dangers  and  their  duties.  Wc  trust  that  we 
may  yet  see  such  an  one. 

Meanwhile,  we  indulge  the  hope  that  all  who  can,  Avill  join  the  ranks  of  this  new 
club — the  prudent  and  cautious,  because  the  address  put  forward  seems  to  le  the  work 
of  cautious  and  prudent  men — the  ardent,  that  they  may  animate  and  infuse  their  own 
ardour  and  spirit  into  the  operations  for  carrying  out  the  designs  of  the  club. — Protest- 
ant Magazine,  Jamiary,  1846. 

It  is  now  some  three  or  fom-  month  since,  that  Ave  alluded,  in  guarded  terms  (the 
matter  was  not  then  ripe  for  a  more  explicit  disclosure)  to  a  Protestant  movement  in 
this  country,  which  would  have  for  its  object  the  maintenance  and  diflusion  of  those 
oreat  principles  of  the  British  Constitution  on  Avhicli  the  national  welfare  must  depend. 
We  hinted,  also,  that  at  the  head  of  this  movement  would  be  found  an  array  of  names 
which,  Avhile  they  would  present  a  sure  guarantee  that  no  paltry  ends  of  faction  merely 
>were  sought,  would  equally  be  a  pledge  that  no  Avavering  counsels,  no  ill-defined  aims, 
no  personal  interests  Avould  be  alloAved  to  preA^ail.  Our  advertising  columns  this  day 
^Avill  shoAV  that  we  Avere  right  in  our  anticipations.  The  general  conunittee  of  the 
•'  National  Club  "  consists  of  fifteen  peers,  and  the  sub-committee  of  aboA-e  fifty  com- 
moners (a  large  proportion  of  them  being  Members  of  Parliament),  Avliich  fully  bear 
.out  all  Ave  have  said. 

The  general  objects  of  the  "  National  Club  "  are  mentioned  briefly  in  the  advertise- 
ment; their  more  detailed  character  is  given  in  the  "  General  Statement"'  referred  to 
iit  its  close. 

These  are  the  principles  of  the  "  National  Club."  Can  they  be  enforced  more 
)0Avei*fully  than  by  this  simple  enunciation  of  them?  They  are  their  OAvn  best  advo- 
cate. They  address  themseh'es  to  the  head  and  heart  of  every  true  Protestant.  They 
.re  practical,  not  speculative,  and  constitute  the  solid  basis  of  a  nation's  welfare. — John 
3nll,  December,  1845. 


Elsewhere  Ave  submit  to  our  readers  this  day  a  statement  of  the  establishment,  con 

titution,  and  objects  of  the    National   Club,  *  *  *         which 

lys  down  as  its  basis  the  support  of  the  Protestant  Constitution  in  Church  and  State, 

nd  the  elevation  of  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the  people.  The  A'icAvs  of  this  club 

re  not  limited  to  any  single  member  of  the  United  Kingdom,  but  embrace  the  Avhole 

s  one  body,  united  by  a  community  of  government,  laws,  religion,  and  social  interests. 

reland  is  not  more  the  object  of  its  regards  than  England,  "Wales,  or  Scotland,  nor  is 

le  less  cherished  in  their  councils  than  the  most  favoured  of  those  happier  countries. 

Those  general  objects  will  be  found  laid  doAvn,  with  the  brevity  of  rules,  in  the  first 

If  the  documents  to  Avhich  Ave  allude,  and  explained  more  at  large  in  the  second.     We 

1  eed  not  recapitulate  them  here ;  but  they  Avill  be  found,  Ave  are  confident,  such  as  no 

yal  subject  can  disapprove  of — such  as  every  Protestant  must  feel  it  his  duty  to 

istain — and  such  as  no    Dissenter,  Avhether  Pi'otestant  or  Roman  Catholic,  can  rea- 

mably  object  to  as  bigotted,  sectarian,  or  mtolerant. — Evening  Mail,  Dec.  26, 1845. 


We  have  received  the  prospectus  of  a  ncAV  club  just  formed  in  Loudon,  under  the 
)0ve  title,  the  ultimate  success  of  which  cannot  be  doubted.  It  already  numbers  on 
i  general  committee  three  dukes,  one  mai-quis,  half-a-dozen  earls,  and  as  many 
scounts  and  barons,  Avith  upAvards  of  tAventy  members  of  Parliament,  and  a  large 
imber  of  the  leading  commoners  of  the  United  Kingdom.         *  *  *      " 

We  need  hardly  say,  that  with  such  objects  in  view,  the  National  Club  has  our 
arty  Avelcome  and  good  Avishes. 

When  bad  men  combine  it  is  time  for  good  men  to  unite.  The  period  for  the  for- 
ition  of  such  an  institution  has  certainly  fully  arrived. 

It  has,  indeed,  been  somcAvhat  a  matter  of  astonishment  with  us  that  the  old  Con- 
vative  and  landed  gentry,  with  the  clergy  of  the  United  Kingdom,  have  so  long 
n  their  opponents  banding  themselves  into  mighty  leagues  and  associations,  Avithout 
much  as  stirring  one  foot  to  oppose  them. 
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Perhaps  they  have  heretofore  been  trusting  that  Providence  would  interpose.  They 
liave  seen  in  England  the  cradle  of  religious  truth  and  liberty,  and  fondly  imagined 
that  such  a  light  would  never  be  suffered  to  be  put  out. 

But  Providence  works  by  human  agency.  The  greatest  amount  of  energy,  most 
perseveringly  applied,  must  eventually  command  success.  Even  the  slow,  soft  dropping 
of  wat^r  wilJ  ultimately  wear  away  the  hardest  stone. — Evening  Packet,  Dec.  30,  1845. 

We  beg  to  call  the  atteutiou  of  our  readers  to  an  advertisement  in  our  columns  an 
nouncing  the  formation  of  a  "  National  Club  in  support  of  the  Protestant  principles  of 
the  Constitution,  and  for  raising  the  moral  and  social  condition  of  the  people."  The 
statement  of  the  reasons  which  have  called  it  into  existence  deserve  the  serious  consi- 
deration of  all  persons  who  regard  the  present  aspect  of  affairs  as  one  of  great  anxiety 
and  peril.  Whatever  may  be  the  system  for  working  out  the  remedies  proposed,  the 
principles  themselves,  we  thmk,  will  receive  a  general  concurrence. — Monmouthshin. 
Beacon,  Dec.  27,  1845. 


NATIONAL  CLUB. 

We  wish  pai'ticularly  to  interest  our  readers  in  the  proceedings  of  that  excelleni 
society  wliich  we  have  just  named  above.  Nothing  could  be  more  in  accordance  witl 
the  wants  of  the  time  than  the  establishment  of  such  a  club ;  and  we  most  heartih 
wish  it  success.  We  take  tlie  following  extracts  from  their  first  General  Statement,  t( 
show  the  soundness  of  their  Protestant  Principles ;  and  we  shall  from  month  to  montl 
give  them  our  willing  aid,  and  report  what  we  hope  will  be  their  triunipii^iut  progress.— 
The  British  Churchman,  Feb.  \9,A%,pa(j€  64. 

I  could,  perhaps,  have  wished  that  the  National  Club,  to  which  I  have  referred  a  ■ 
the  commencement  of  this  article,  had  spoken  out  more  sternly;  but  their  declaration 
although  calm,  is  not  the  less  resolved  and  stem.  Amongst  their  leaders,  I  find  met 
of  the  most  cliivalrous  valour,  of  princely  fortune,  and  of  the  noblest  blood — uncon  - 
nected  with  the  speculators  of  the  day — free  from  all  imputations  of  meanness  am 
selfish  ends.  They  stand  forth  to  rally  around  them  the  Protestants  of  the  kingdom 
and  either  to  save  our  Protestant  monarchy,  or  to  perish  m  the  attempt.  We  shall  se 
who  will  answer  their  appeal. 

I  particularly  call  the  attention  of  the  clergy  to  the  clause,  admitting  them  on  pay 
ment  of  a  subscription  little  more  than  nominal.     They  need  not  hesitate.     Not  onl;.i 
amongst  the  High  Church,  but  among  the  Evangelicals,  some  of  the  most  eloquent  , 
energetic,  and  universally  applauded  clergy,  have  joined  their  ranks.    Were  I  at  libert;  ■ 
to  mention  names,  I  should  probably  startle  some  of  the  readers  of  the  Kentish   Ob 
server;  but  I  can  assure  them  that  the  Church  contains  no  men  more  devout,  mor 
laborious,  or  more  self-denying,  than  those  who  have  already  joined. 

It  is  on  the  coimtry  gentlemen  and  the  clergy  of  England  that  the  Club  depends  fo 
success.     No  man  need  hesitate  to  follow  the  venerated  names  of  Manchester  an 
Winchilsea,  Roden  and  Kenyon,  Egmont  and  Lorton,  Ilill  and  Downshire,  Plumpt' 
and  Colquhoun,  Bridges  ancl  Mackworth.     Let  none  deem  himself  insignificant.     I 
each  see  if  he  cannot  associate  even  six  friends  in  his  own  district  for  defence  of  t 
Constitution  and  the  Church;  and  before  next  Parliament  a  force  will  liave  b- 
formed,   at    wliich   even   Sir   Robert   Peel  would   quail. — From  a    Coi-responclent- 
Kentish  Observer,  Dec.  11,  1845. 


Our  readers  observed,  probably,  among  the  advertisements  in  our  first  niimber,  tL 
prospectus  issued  by  the  "  National  Club."  We  hope  that  they  may  also  have  r( 
with  attention  its  first  general  statement,  Avhich  was  inserted  in  the  same  paper.  Is. 
one  can  help  being  struck  vrAh.  the  great  moderation,  coupled  with  the  honesty  an 
decision,  which  characterize  that  document.  It  sets  forth  so  plainly,  and  with  so  muc 
quiet  earnestness,  om*  real  duties  as  Englishmen  at  the  present  crisis,  that  it  may  justl 
claim  eveiy  man's  candid  consideration ;  nor  are  we  without  hope,  that  it  may  gathf 
into  the  Association  the  majority  of  those  who  have  happily  learnt  to  believe,  \\u 
true  rehgion  and  sincere  Protestantism  are  the  conservative  elements  of  our  Constiti 
tion,  and  the  only  guarantee  of  our  continued  prosperity. 

Although  the  annual  subscription  to  the  original  Chib,  necessary  to  constitute  £Ui 
layman  a  member,  is  certainly  large,  it  will  still  be  in  the  power  of  any  local  Associf 
tion  formed  on  the  same  piinciples  and  for  the  same  objects,  to  fix  the  subscription  f 
that  amount  which  thev  shall  deem  to  be  mo=t  expedient. — JTamp^lnre  Gnnvdta. 
Jan.  28,  1846. 
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